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Michael Isaacs also showed enterprise in another direction,
for he chose his wife not from his own but from the more august
Spanish and Portuguese community, Sarah, daughter of Aaron
Mendoza,

The English branch of this well-known family was descended
from a singular and versatile character, also Aaron Mendoza by
name, who filled the office of ritual slaughterer to the Spanish
and Portuguese synagogue in Bevis Marks in the second quarter
of the eighteenth century and published in 1752 one of the earliest
books produced by a Jew in England, a manual of the laws govern-
ing his craft, written by him in Spanish and embellished with
illustrations drawn and engraved by his own hand.

But the best-known member of the family is Daniel Mendoza
(1765 to 1856), the famous prize fighter, younger brother of
the later Aaron Mendoza and thus uncle of Michael Isaacs'
wife.

Rumour had it that there was some connection between the
Mendoza family and that of Disraeli. The report was at least
sufficiently authenticated to lead the Recorder of London in 1889,
when presenting to the then Lord Chief Justice of England
Michael and Sarah Isaacs' elder son, Henry, as the new Lord
Mayor, to refer to him as a descendant of "the distinguished
family with which the late Lord Beaconsfield claimed relation-
ship" and to justify the younger generation of the Isaacs family
in speaking of the great Victorian statesman with sceptical
irreverence as "Uncle Ben."

Michael and Sarah Isaacs were still living in Mitre Street
when their sons, Henry Aaron, the subsequent Lord Mayor of
London, and Joseph Michael were born in 1850 and 1852 re-
spectively.

The business was beginning to prosper and Mr. and Mrs.
Isaacs were determined that their children should have all the
educational advantages that they could afford for them. The
accomplishments that Joseph was to acquire included dancing,
and it was at a dancing class that the small boy met an even smaller
girl named Sarah Davis, whom he was fortunately destined to
marry years afterwards.

Sarah was the eldest of the thirteen children of Daniel .Davis
and his wife, formerly Frances Marks, who kept first a glass-
and-china and later a drapery shop in Newington Causeway,
which was in due course economically staffed by four of their
seven daughters, Sarah as the eldest being entrusted with the
responsible duty of keeping the books.

That their family should have been numerous perhaps gives,,